
1 

 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS 

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

COUNCIL MEETING HELD OCTOBER 8, 2013 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

At 7:00 p.m. Mayor Bruno called the meeting to order and stated that adequate notice of this meeting has 

been provided by posting the same on the bulletin board of Town Hall and forwarding a copy to the 

Courier News and Star Ledger at least forty-eight hours prior to the meeting, all in accordance with the 

Open Public Meetings Act.  This meeting will not go substantially past 10:30 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Hall and Mayor Bruno answered 

present.  Also present was Township Attorney Joseph Sordillo, Township Administrator Linda 

Cavanaugh and Township Clerk Ana Minkoff. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney-Client Privilege/Litigation-Department of Public Works 

           Litigation-BAC v. Berkeley Heights 

           Contract Negotiations-Lease with Casablanca 17 LLC 

 

Moved by Mr. Hall to go into Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Woodruff and upon roll call vote: 

(7:03 p.m.) 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

Moved by Mr. Hall to go out of Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Woodruff and upon roll call vote: 

(8:10 p.m.) 

   

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

FLAG SALUTE 

 

Mayor Bruno asked everyone present to stand as he led the Flag Salute. 

 

CONFERENCE SESSION  

 

Discussion on Best Practices – Michel Marceau – CFO 

 

Mr. Marceau made a presentation on the Best Practices.  Mr. Marceau explained the Best Practices and 

this year’s questionnaire.  He explained our final score is 42 and the minimum to receive 100% of state 

aid is 41.  Mr. Marceau went on to talk about some of the things that could be changed for next year.  Mr. 

Marceau reviewed the questions in the Best Practices and he spoke about recommendations. 

 

Mr. Marceau answered questions for the Mayor and Township Council.   
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A discussion continued in length on the Best Practices.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

Moved by Mrs. Kingsley to approve the following Township Council Minutes, seconded by Mr. Hall and 

upon roll call vote:  

 

Public Meeting – September 24, 2013 

              

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Mr. Delia asked if we know how much the Township health care insurance will be increasing. 

 

Mike Marceau responded to Mr. Delia’s question and explained the Township personnel officer has been 

working on the health care insurance and we should have the rate by the end of the week. 

 

Mr. Pastore had nothing to report. 

 

Mr. Pirone reported the Board of Health will be holding a flu shot clinic at Mt. Carmel Hall on November 

13
th
 from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. Woodruff spoke about an article in the Star Ledger regarding an unfortunate occurrence that took 

place in the County.  He spoke about an individual taking improper gifts from a vendor.  Mr. Woodruff 

said the important aspect is that it further supports the importance to apply close and strict scrutiny on 

how the Township money is spent.  Also what levels of accountability that we have in place.  It is 

important that there is a need for accountability and we will continue our approach toward that. 

 

Mayor Bruno also spoke about the need for accountability and added Mrs. Cavanaugh is working on 

protocols for the Township.  We don’t want to have something like that happen in Berkeley Heights. 

 

Mrs. Kingsley had nothing to report. 

 

Mr. Hall had nothing to report. 

 

Linda Cavanaugh, Township Administrator reported on the Passaic River clean-up and she spoke about a 

scheduled meeting for Friday with a representatives from the DEP and surrounding towns as well as 

Union County to walk the river.  Mrs. Cavanaugh explained further in length and spoke about a grant that 

is available to clean-up the river.  She also spoke about the progress of the stream clean-up and what has 

been done so far.  Mrs. Cavanaugh also reported Bob Bocchino is working with some engineers to get the 

traffic study done for Snyder and Hamilton Avenue.  Mrs. Cavanaugh added Sgt Dietch will be involved 

with this traffic study.  Mrs. Cavanaugh also reported the UPS has been delivered and is in place.  The 

start-up must be supervised by a representative of the manufacturer and that is scheduled for October 24
th
.  

Mrs. Cavanaugh added the generator specs are due at the end of this month and we hope to go out for bid 

as soon as the specs are available. Mrs. Cavanaugh reported the construction code office inspection 

schedule should be up on the Township website shortly if not on the website already.  Mrs. Cavanaugh 

asked the CFO Michel Marceau to give a summary on the bond sale which is scheduled to close 

tomorrow. 

 

Michel Marceau, CFO gave a summary of the bond sale. 



3 

 

 

Mrs. Cavanaugh reported on the progress of the gate and cameras for the DPW.  Mrs. Cavanaugh also 

gave an update on the DPW paving and pothole repairs and the chipping program.  Mrs. Cavanaugh 

reported Jorge Casacuberta has prepared specs for DPW vehicles and they will be available for review 

later this week.  She also reported the milling on Park Avenue begins tomorrow and the paving will 

follow.  Mrs. Cavanaugh also gave an update on the tree removal project involving the list provided by 

the Environmental Commission. 

 

Mayor Bruno reported he attended the Summit Medical Group health fair.  He said it was a nice event and 

quite a few people attended.  Mayor Bruno also reported this Sunday is the Fire Department Car Show.  

Mayor Bruno spoke about a program at Allstate Insurance he attended with Mrs. Kingsley called “passing 

the purple purse” and he went on to explain the program further.   

 

Moved by Mr. Pirone to accept and approve the Township Council Reports, seconded by Mr. Pastore and 

upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

HEARING ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 

 

Moved by Mr. Woodruff to open the Hearing on the Agenda Items Only, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and 

upon roll call vote: 

 

   Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

Carol Matula of 5 Hastings Road asked for a description of the Executive Session items. 

 

Joseph Sordillo, Township Attorney read the items discussed in Executive Session. 

 

Mrs. Matula asked what happened with the Casablanca lease. 

 

Joseph Sordillo, Township Attorney explained it is a three year lease and he said there will be issues that 

come up regarding the terms at times.  Any changes would be done in public session but the negotiations 

of it would be done in Executive Session. 

 

Mrs. Matula referred to resolution #2 and asked for an explanation. 

 

Joseph Sordillo, Township Attorney said they appealed the tax board decision to the tax court and the 

settlement is coming out of that. 

 

Mrs. Matula asked what the tax appeal amount would be. 

 

Mayor Bruno responded the amount is a $2,871.98 credit in 2013. 

 

Mrs. Luciano of Mountain Avenue asked what date the flu shot will be given. 

 

Mayor Bruno responded November 13
th
. 
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Hearing no voices, moved by Mr. Woodruff to close the Hearing on the Agenda Items Only, seconded by 

Mr. Hall and upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE   

INTRODUCED ON September 24, 2013: 

 

**FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE WILL BE ON NOVEMBER 18, 2013*** 

 

(1)”AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF  

UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING, REVISING AND SUPPLEMENTING 

THE TOWNSHIP LAND USE ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH AND AMEND THE 

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR DEVELOPER’S 

AGREEMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH LAND USE APPROVALS.” 

(Explanation: This ordinance amends the Township’s Land Use Ordinances to modify and 

amend the requirements for Developer’s Agreements in connection with land use 

approvals.)   

 

      

  NEW BUSINESS- RESOLUTIONS 

  OFFICIAL ACTION WILL BE TAKEN ON THE FOLLOWING: 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Mr. Delia introduced the following resolution: 

 

1. Resolution approving Bill List dated October 8, 2013 in the amount of $320,902.80. 

 

Moved by Mr. Delia to approve resolution #1, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

Mr. Woodruff introduced the following resolution: 

 

              2.  Resolution authorizing settlement of 2013 tax settlement appeal for 22 Barnstable Road, 

                   Block 2506, Lot 33.   

 

Moved by Mr. Woodruff to approve resolution #2, seconded by Mr. Delia and upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     Mr. Delia 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

                

CONSENT AGENDA  
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All matters listed under Consent Agenda are considered routine by the Township Council and will be 

enacted upon by one motion; there will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, 

that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

 

Mr. Pastore introduced the following resolutions: 

 (3) 

a. Resolution authorizing a block party on Twin Falls Road on October 13, 2013 from 

    4:00 pm-10:00 pm. 

 

b. Resolution authorizing the Tax Collector to refund the following 2013 tax overpayment: 

 

1. Stephen & Marcia Falk    509 Plainfield Avenue    $6,125.91 

2. John & Lisa DeFrancesco     101 Sherbrook Drive     $162.69 

       3. Andrew & Melissa Kanarek    8 Lillian Court    $309.72 

       4. Lana F. Watson     117 Berkshire Drive    $264.67 

       5.   Kashif Mahmood                160 Diamond Hill Road              $515.58 

 

Moved by Mr. Pastore to approve Consent Agenda resolutions #3a-b, seconded by Mr. Woodruff and 

upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None     

   

CITIZENS HEARING  
 

Moved by Mr. Pirone to open the Citizens Hearing, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

Carol Matula of 5 Hastings Road asked if Moody’s lowered our town rating. 

 

Mayor Bruno said he would have to research it. 

 

Stephen Yellin of 130 Dogwood Lane followed up on the Summit Medical Group health fair that Mayor 

Bruno had spoken about.  (Mr. Yellin also made other comments but they could not be understood in 

the CD) 

  

 

Gerald Kuzmik of Eaton Court asked who is organizing the flu shot clinic on November 13
th
. 

He is wondering if there is a need for the clinic since the senior citizens can get a flu shot at the local 

pharmacy. 

 

Mayor Bruno responded this is a County program and it is free to residents and has been ongoing for a 

long time. 

 

A discussion continued. 

 

Mr. Kuzmik spoke about cleaning up the trees and branches that have fallen in the wooded area off of 

Park Avenue and having them chipped. 
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A lengthy discussion continued.   Mr. Woodruff responded to Mr. Kuzmik’s remarks.  

 

Hearing no voices, moved by Mr. Pirone to close the Citizens Hearing, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon 

roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mrs. Kingsley to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Hall and upon roll call vote: 

(9:15 p.m.) 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

 

Approved: October 22, 2013 

 

 

     


